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SUBJECT: FRENCH SOLAR ENERGY TECHNOLOGY EXPORTS/FRANCE/EGYPT 
ENERGY COOP. 

REF A) STATE 64718 B) CAIRO 624, C) CAIRO 17434 (12/76) 

1 . SUMMARY: SCIATT RECENTLY DISCUSSED FRENCH PLANS TO EXPORT 

10 MEGAWATT SOLAR THERMAL ENERGY ELECTRIC PLANTS THROUGH ST. GOBAIN 
PONT A MOUSSON AND REGLE NATIONAL DES USINES RENAULT WITH 
DR. RENY LESTIENNE DC., CENTRE FRAN CO-EG YPTIEN D’lNFORMATION 
SCIENTIFIQUE IN CAIRO. REPORTS OF FRENCH/EGYPT NUCLEAR COOP. 

WERE ALSO DISCUSSED. END SUMMARY. 

2. DR. LESTIENNE WAS UNAWARE OF PLANS TO DELIVER 10 MEGAWATT 
PLANTS TO EGYPT, AT LEAST IN NEAR FUTURE. HE KNEW, HOWEVER OF 
ST. GOBAIN ET AL INTEREST IN SOLAR BOILERS. HE SAID REPORTS 

(REF A) REFERRED TO EXPORT OF 2 AND 5 KW SOLAR PUMP/DISTRIBUTOR 
UNITS TO BE USED TO PUMP WATER FROM IRRIGATION CANALS AND WELLS. 
PUMPS ARE CONVENTIONAL TECHNOLOGY (REF B, C). ABOUT 51 UNITS 
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ARE NOW IN USE IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES INCLUDING MEXICO AND 
MAURITANIA. FYI, REPORT OF 10 MEGAWATT PLANT HAS SIMILARITIES 
TO IDEA PROPOSED BY MIN. OF ENERGY & ELECTRIC POWER UNDERSECRETARY 
MAYER ABAZZA TO DR. M. TALAAT, UNIV. OF MD. (REF B) END FYI. 

3. EGYPTIAN PUMPS WOULD PROBABLY BE FINANCED FROM 6 MILLION 
FRENCH FRANC FUND THROUGH RECENT PROTOCOL FOR FRANCO- 
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EGYPTIAN ENERGY COOPERATION. FUNDING WOULD BE IN FORM OF 
LOW INTEREST LOANS. SOME TRAINING OF EGYPTIANS IN ENERGY, 

TECHNOLOGY & APPLICATIONS IS ALOS PLANNED. IDEA IS TO 
FAMILIARIZE EGYPT WITH SOLAR ENERGY STATE OF THE ART 
TECHNOLOGY (FRENCH), STRENGTHEN FRENCH/EGYPT S&T LINKS AND 
PRESUMABLY, CREATE FAVORABLE CLIMATE FOR FOLLOW ON SALES IN 
FUTURE TECHNOLOGY. LESTIENNE ADDED, THAT PROBLEM WAS 
HOW TO EMPLOY THE MONEY USEFULLY, HE SAID MOST WOULD BE FOR 
SUPPORT OF SOLAR ENERGY TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION & INTRODUCTION, 
SOME TO PHOTO-VOLTAIC DEVICES, AND RELATIVELY LITTLE TO SUPPORT 
OF RESEARCH AS MUCH IN EGYPT. FROM THRUST OF CONVERSATION, IT 
APPEARS THAT LARGEST FRENCH INTEREST IN S&T COOP. WITH EGYPT IS 
IN ENERGY AREA. 

4. DR. LESTIENNE WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT RECENT CAIRO PRESS REPORTS 
THAT FRANCE HAD SUPPLIED EGYPT WITH A "NUCLEAR REACTOR FOR WATER 
DESALTING"' WHICH COULD PROVIDE WATER FOR A CITY OF 15,000. HE 

SAID REPORT WAS INACCURATE AND EXAGERATED. DEVICE REFERRED TO 
IS ACTUALLY SMALL NON-NUCLEAR ELECTRO-DIALYSIS UNIT, VAN 
MOUNTED, WITH OUT PUT OF "SEVERAL CUBIC METERS/DAY". 

ORIGINALLY THIS UNIT WAS TO HAVE BEEN INSTALLED AT MERSA MATRUH 
ON MDITERRANEAN NEAR LIBYA, BUT FOR UNEXPLAINED REASONS, 

EGYPTIANS HAVE NOW LOCATED IT AT BADRASHEAN, SOUTH OF CAIRO. 

5. LESTIENNE SPECULATED THAT PRESS DESCRIPTION OF SYSTEM AS 
NUCLEAR COULD HAVE BEEN BECAUSE SYSTEM WAS SUPPLIED BY CEA, 

FRENCH NUCLEAR ENTITY. ON NUCLEAR COOPERATION IN GENERAL 
HE SAID FRANCE HAD NO PLANS VIS A VIS EGYPT, BUT ADDED 

THAT COMMERCIALIZATION OF NUCLEAR REACTORS WAS FRENCH POLICY. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 CAIRO 07381 021512Z 


6. THE CENTRE FRANCO-EGYPTIEN D INFORMATION SCIENTIFIQUE HAS 
FUNCTIONS SIMILAR TO THE USIS AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER AND 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL. IT PROVIDES A SMALL TECHNCICAL LIBRARY, 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION EXCHANGE, AND SPONSORS FILMS, 
CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS. IT ALSO HAS SOME FUNDS TO PROVIDE 
BOOKS AND JOUNRALS TO EGYPTIAN UNIVERSITIES AND TO FACILITIATE 
CONTACTS BETWEEN FRENCH & EGYPTIAN RESEARCHERS. IT DOES NOT 
SUPPORT RESEARCH IN EGYPT. DR. LESTIENNE IS A PHUSICIST ON 
DETAIL FROM THE CENTRE NATIONAL DE RESEARCH SCIENTIFIEQUE (CNRS). 
HE RETURNS TO FRANCE IN JULY AFTER THREE YEARS HERE. HE FUNCGTIONS 
AS THE SCIENCE ATTACHE FOR THE FRENCH EMBASSY. 

F.TI.TS 
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